
 
 

2020-2021 Application Writing Prompts 
There are two sections of the writing portion of the application: a short answer section and 
short essay section. Applicants should respond to all prompts in complete sentences and using 
proper grammar. All sections must be complete and be the work of the applicant only.  
 
Part I – Short Answer 
Answer each question in 250 words or less.  

1. Why are you interested in attending the Scholars Academy? 
2. Do you plan to participate in athletics or marching band at your zoned school? If so, 

which one(s)? How will you manage time between school and extra-curricular 
expectations? 

3. As a scholar, you will be moving away from your circle of friends. How will this impact 
you? 

4. ASA offers a demanding course of study, requiring of its students a greater level of 
maturity. What have you learned from past experiences about dealing with each of the 
following situations (applicants can respond to each separately): 

a. Demanding expectations on homework and out-if-class assignments. 
b. A situation in which you need additional help. 
c. Conflicts with students and/or teachers? 
d. Being required to take classes in which you have little interest? 
e. Receiving grades below your expectations. 

 

Part II – Short Essay 

In a short essay, 600 words or less, respond to each prompt. Use complete sentences and 
proper grammar. Your essay will be evaluated on focus, organization, control of language, voice 
(word choice and sentence structure) and grammar/mechanics. 
 
Essay 1 
Examine the Scholar Profile, choose an attribute that you see as one of your strengths and one 
that you consider an area in which you would like to grow. In a short essay, reflect on your 
choices.  
 
Essay 2 
Choose a recent learning experience that was especially meaningful to you. This experience 
may be related to school, extracurricular activities, friends and families, or any other context. 
Then in a short essay, describe this experience and explain how it relates to your future. 
 



                      

 
SCHOLAR PROFILE 

The SCHOLAR profile represents attributes valued by the Aiken Scholars Academy 
Family. We believe these attributes foster positive character development and 
support life-long learning.  
 
 SERVICE 

We selflessly give of our time and resources by helping others. We strive to make 
a positive impact within our community and the world we live in with gratitude.  
 

 CURIOSITY 
We nurture our curiosity through investigation and discovery. We develop our 
skills through exploration, inquisitiveness and research, which fosters our 
passion for learning. 
 

 HONOR 
We act with integrity and dignity at all times. We show empathy, respect and 
compassion to all those around us, even if they are different. We acknowledge the 
achievements and accomplishments of all. 
 

 OWNERSHIP 
We take responsibility for our actions and beliefs and willingly commit to 
complete our best work. We will accept the consequences of our commitments and 
show pride in our results. We evaluate our actions and grow from our experiences. 
 

 LIFE-LONG LEARNER 
We seek to develop skills to support our learning and personal development 
through both classroom and personal experiences. We are self-driven and 
continue to explore knowledge that will support our growth and development 
throughout our lifetime. 
 

 ADVOCACY 
We thoughtfully and respectfully speak up for our beliefs and ideas. We possess 
dignity in our actions while we prudently consider the beliefs and ideas of others. 
We will use our voices to speak for those who may not yet be able to advocate for 
themselves. 
 

 RESILIENCE 
We are adaptable and resilient in the face of adversity. We persevere through 
obstacles resourcefully in a way that supports our learning and personal 
development. 

 


